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To improve the predictability of mid-latitude storms and typhoons over ocean, our better understanding of ocean environment changes and their interaction with atmosphere from direct observations is essential. Keeping this in mind, the National Institute of Meteorological Sciences, Korea Meteorological Administration (NIMS/KMA) has carried out the Argo floats observation program in collaboration with the international Argo project since 2001. To date, a total of 268 Argo floats have been deployed into the seas around the East Asia region and the Northwestern Pacific Ocean. The real-time and delayed modes in quality control (QC) system of Argo data were developed with academic partners, and an official regional data assembling center (call-sign ‘KMA’) was established. The application of Argo data has been widely carried out in the field of weather and climate sciences covering from the impact of tropical cyclone on change of marine environments, long-term variation of ocean heat contents in East Sea, and improvement in initial condition of climate prediction. In 2002, the NIMS/KMA Argo homepage was open to effectively manage Argo data and disseminate them to domestic and international users. In this year, for systematic cooperation with the international Argo community, the NIMS/KMA successfully held a kick-off meeting of the K-OneArgo committee, aiming to encourage the Korea Argo programs and to secure national funding for Argo with KIOST, NIFS, KOPRI, and KNU. A K-OneArgo expert working group will be formed and operated to develop an Argo observation data production and utilization system.

