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Vision:

A truly global ocean observing 
system that delivers the 
essential information needed 
for our sustainable 
development, safety, wellbeing 
and prosperity.
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The Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS)
Leading and supporting a community of international, regional and national ocean observing 
programmes, governments, UN agencies, research organisations and individual scientists.

Ocean observing 
community & Partners

Users & beneficiaries 
of ocean information

Global Ocean 
Observing System



64 countries

9,000+ observing platforms

13 global observing networks 

(+4 emerging)

634 active Biology and Ecosystems 

EOV observing communities

>120,000 observations per day

GOOS Today



Current investment in GOOS netowrks
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Key elements:
● Robust data endpoints for each network federated 

through ERDDAP layer
● Harmonised minimum metadata  - the GOOS 

Passport  
● Focus delivery and access to recognised systems:

a. Real-Time (WMO GTS/WIS 2.0)
b. Delayed-Mode (GOOS ERDDAP / IOC ODIS)

● OceanOPS metadata services - start to end for 
tracking, support, analysis, etc.

OCG Data Strategy -
Building the system 
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GOOS Regional Alliances and National Focal Points

● 81 GOOS National 
Focal Points

● Invitation for more 
countries to join from 
Africa, Caribbean & 
Pacific islands

Recognized GRAs
Associated organizations

+ArORA TT
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GOOS Evolution

9

2011

Current GOOS 
structure formed

2019

GOOS 2030 
Strategy launched

1991

GOOS created by 
the IOC of UNESCO

2009

OceanObs’09 and 
the Framework for 
Ocean Observing

2025

GOOS Future: 
Critical infrastructure

2.0
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An updated and forward-focused mission statement outlines the essential role 

in delivering coordinated action and strategic outcomes for GOOS

Refined mission statement based on the GOOS reform project

Mission and scope

To lead and evolve a globally integrated, responsive, and resilient ocean 

observing system for thriving communities and a healthy ocean

Support stakeholders 

with implementation 

of effective 

observation systems

Support continuous 

improvement of ocean 

observing system to meet 

changing scientific, 

economic, ecological, 

environmental, and 

technological needs

Facilitate worldwide coordination 

and data sharing for a unified, 

comprehensive ocean monitoring, 

forecasting, and service value 

chain

Build a robust and 

adaptable system that can 

withstand disruptions and 

deliver long-term, reliable 

data

Be receptive to the GOOS 

components, sponsors, 

Member States, suppliers, 

users, and the broader 

ocean observing enterprise

Ensure essential ocean data are ultimately transformed into 

actionable insights to support resilient societies and protect 

ecosystems – turning science into real-world impact while 

advancing the ocean economy, weather, and climate communities
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Vital to better connect with modelling community 
to optimise system and user needs 



Thank you
goosocean.org
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